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Health professionals’ expectations for psychiatric nurses’ roles
and responsibilities in regard to patients’ medication
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Abst-act

The purpose of the present research was to clarify health professionals’ expectations for psychiatric
nurses’ roles and responsibilities in regard to patients’ medication. Seven health professionals other than
nurses working in psychiatric hospitals were interviewed using a semi-structured questionnaire and the
interview contents were transcribed on a prepared word File. A qualitative research method was used to
analyze the transcribed interview data. In order to clarify the contents, results from this study were
compared to those of previous study on “Psychiatric Nurses’ Recognition of their Responsibility in Regard to
Patients’ Medication”. It was found that other health professionals’ expectations for psychiatric nurses
roles and responsibilities in regard to patients’ medication include four themes, which were as follows;

[safety], [therapeutic value], [patients’ adherence to medication], and [respect of human’s life]. When
comparing the results from both studies, it was found that they were similar. These research findings suggest
that other health care providers regarded nursing as a profession with particular roles and responsibilities
to be accomplished in other to support patients’ lives. However, in terms of specific contents, there were
some differences when comparing what nurses thought were their responsibilities and what health
professionals’ expected for nurses in regard to patients’ medication. From these results, implications for

enhancement of nursing education and improvement of nursing accountability were obtained.
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