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Proposal of Educational Interdisciplinary Index (EIll) in
nursing education: an assessment of interdisciplinarity
of the Disaster Nursing Global Leader degree program
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Ahstract

We discussed what ‘interdisciplinary’ is in nursing education especially in the Disaster Nursing Global
Leader (DNGL) degree program. The purpose of this work was to develop an ‘Educational Interdisciplinary Index’
(EII) in order to evaluate the degree of ‘interdisciplinarity’ provided by each educational content.
According to Collins dictionary, ‘interdisciplinarity’ is the ‘quality or state of involving more than one
discipline’ ; this suggests a field where two or more scientific disciplines get together. Studies on ‘interdisciplinarity’
in the nursing science have mainly been focusing on inter-professional collaboration, which is not helpful
enough to meet the sense of the term. We classified the education and research activities implemented in
nursing educational program into 5 categories: “research paper” , “presentation in academic meeting” , “lecture offered
by the program” , “practical work offered by the program” , and “participation in academic conference by graduate stu-
dents” . The degree of ‘interdisciplinarity’ of each category was evaluated according to a scale that we developed,
named ‘EII’ whose total score is 10, meaning the perfect completion of ‘interdisciplinarity’
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