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Abstract

Psychiatric social workers are social workers who work in the field of mental health ; however,
1t 1s believed that they do not truly have what it takes to be social workers. Considering this
perspective, this paper explores the job assistance program introduced by Teruo Yanaka, who
laid the foundation for psychiatric social workers, and examines his efforts of implementing
the program with an emphasis on social work values.

The results indicate that (1) Yanaka’s job assistance program embodied the social work values
of “supporting individual decision-making,” “starting where the individual is,” and “observing
individual preferences” ; (2) Yanaka followed a specified process in his relationship with the
people who have mental disability until job assistance became possible for them; and (3) within
that process, the definition of “failure” was changed. Future research could address the question
of how critical it 1s to consider a fixed process, such as Yanaka's, in order to conduct job

assistance based on social work values.

Key Words : social work, value, job assistance, the people who have mental disability, psychiatric
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