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Abstract

Yashu Nakamatsu claimed the perception of colors in ancient Okinawa is similar to that of the
Amami Islands, where the “world of blue” is considered to be faint and leading to a bright place,
similar to the world of yellow in the “Kojiki.” Since the sound 6. which is related to the Modern
Japanese ao “blue,” can be found in place names and in the names of utaki shrines and indigenous
gods, Nakamatsu thought people in ancient Okinawa envisioned a “world of blue,” with Ojima as ao-
jima, the “island of blue” —the island of the afterlife. Kenichi Tanikawa understood the “island of
blue” as the color of the afterworld because Ojima, a small, nearby island, was where people used
to bring and bury dead bodies; those given open-air burials were considered to live in the world of
yellow. Osamu Sakiyama posited that ao, the word for blue, means “empty sky  or “hollow,” and that
the Proto-Malayo-Polynesian word *awan, became the words awa (“faint” or “pale,” written %) and

ao (“blue,” written ¥ ) in Nara-era Old Japanese. Aha-umi (written ¥ # or #H# , “faint sea”) —
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the origin of the place name Omi—was originally awa-umi, which is supposed to indicate the color of
hollowness, or the empty sky. This essay hypothesizes that the origin of the word ino, which means
“shallow lagoon or moat” in the Ryukyu region, is umi-awa (/%) , that is, the word in reverse. The
essay posits that the word means “border” or the “the middle world,” referring to a location “between

the present world and the next world.”
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