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Abstract

This paper discusses the effective use of visual illustrations presented along with Japanese language
teaching materials. Typically, illustrations are employed as a visual learning aid, for example to
explain difficult words and phrases or facilitate the understanding of the content of textbooks. On
the other hand, in some cases these illustrations can reduce the student's interest in the content or
lead to confusion. Even in such cases, however, deeper comprehension can be expected if the student
is presented with appropriate illustrations. In other words, if used effectively, illustrations not only
bring out the student's interest and motivation, but also facilitate reading comprehension for a deeper
understanding beyond the instructional content. The main point is therefore for teachers to examine
the types of illustrations in textbooks and to find illustrations that are appropriate.

The strategies described in this paper can then be used as a reference to devise their own strategies.
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