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Abstract

The objective of this study was to understand how assistant nurses working in social welfare
and clinical settings perceive the nursing profession, and to get their views on nursing care from a
professional standpoint. Data collected through individual interviews of 12 participants were analyzed
using qualitative inductive analysis. A total of 83 codes were identified and grouped into 18 categories.

The analysis showed that assistant nurses working in social welfare and clinical settings not only
utilized nursing knowledge learned in school, but also applied prior work- and life-related experiences
in their jobs. In terms of work duties, they were aware that there was no distinction of duties between
assistant nurses and registered nurses, and hence felt they lacked knowledge and were weighed down
by the responsibilities.

As for career aspirations, assistant nurses in the clinical setting were aiming to obtain their
registered nurse licenses by accumulating work experience in the field. On the other hand, assistant
nurses working in the social welfare setting were eager to gain knowledge required in the nursing
profession; however, they were less interested in getting their registered nurse licenses.
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