(5] 1

RMEIRFCE 72 b OFSRAC
—ERERORIFIIC BT L ERE [Eim] O—E&%5—
I—RA-Tax)

(2020 4£ 9 H 25 H32AF, 2020 4E 12 H 14 H52#)

Prison Records of Liberal Journalists in the Meiji Era:
A Consideration on “Dissent” and Prisons in the First Years of the Modern State in Japan
Joél Joos
(Received : September 25. 2020, Accepted : December 14. 2020)

2 B

Ahmid, 1876 47 (WG 9 4F) (CHMR S 7z 3 A RMerm# o3 skt sk & MR, USRI AED T 7%
Mo, INHIZBITHERBO—MIZ S22 L2, GRS, S & RIK SN 28 RE
RICRIZL7Z2EDTH Y, BRHNOEEREZEL L (o Twbde Ll ZORLSZHALFH, 2
NHITIIE L TBUGHHNC L EE 5 L WEIB L EREDRR D A TN TV D, ERMISEA SN S HA ek
i, & ICHETE IS 2 BHRM 2 #0002 ER 2 513, BUSHIOBRE 7 b OEZERICHEES 2%
RIIFHAMN D o FH BT 0O/8 7 Ly P ELTHENDLINLORHEIE, FRIZ, PG O
HIFREIZ BT 5 EREEOHF 2 WFHEL FFa XX P ThH b,

F—U—F HHRMEGER), SwiE. BROER, AR, eIt RIZ#kE

Abstract

In this paper I will analyze some of the prison records left by liberal journalists of the early Meliji period
in Japan, convicted under the censorship laws of 1875. I will shed light not only on what these records tell us
about prison life in early Meiji Japan, but also on how the prison sentences affected the views of the
journalist-writers in question on the government and Japan's modernization itself.
Among the many dozens of journalists active within the burgeoning liberal press who were convicted
under the censorship regulations of 1875 we find Narushima Rythoku, Ueki Emori and Suehiro Shigeyasu.
It is their respective prison records — Gokunaibanashi, Shutsugoku Tsuiki and Tengoku Shinwa — that
are the subject of my analysis. Even if depicting the harsh reality of life inside the prison walls, still, these
records reveal much more than self-pity or embittered hatred of government oppression. On the contrary,
their authors did not hesitate to praise government officials for some of the improvements that took place
during their time in prison. It seems they shared visions of a benign state with enlightened public servants
within the bureaucratic apparatus that tried to silence them, even if espousing different political principles

coated in an almost diametrically opposed vocabulary.
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