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Summary

The geographical distribution of Japanese otters in Kochi Prefecture has been con-
tinuously investigated since 1977, as a part of the project for protection of otters, by the
Kochi Prefecture and the Environment Agency. We examined the records which kept in the
Section of Nature Conservation, Kochi Prefecture, for the purpose of clarifying the process
of reduction of otters’ range.

In 1977, otters’ signs were found in 271 out of 365 surveys in all investigated areas; the
rate was 74.3%. The rate reduced gradually, and it was 14.8% in 1986. We divided all the
investigated areas into 26 regions, and examined the change of the rate by the region be-
tween 1977 and 1987.

Few otters’ signs have been found in almost all of the coastal regions since 1982. Only
several rivers are the inhabited areas of otters remained to the present.
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