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Meaning of End-of-Life Care for Primary Caregiver who Took
Care of Non-Cancer Elderly Persons at Home
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to clarify what primary-caregiver who took care of non-cancer elderly persons
at home had found the meaning in their own experiences. We defined “the meaning of end-of-life care at home
for primary-caregiver” as “primary-caregiver pursue and find the value and purpose in their experiences”
We interviewed eight primary-caregivers who took care of non-cancer elderly person at home by semi-constructive
method so as to analyze a qualitative induction research. As a result, we found four aspects and nine
categories. The former contains [1]~[4]. The latter contains (1)~(9). Four aspects of meaning is, [1]
realization of their mind ; [2]continuation of everyday life as usual ; [3]precious part of them; [4]acceptance
of responsibility.And nine categories what was contained four aspects is,(1) hope of realization of their
mind ; (2) peaceful and preferable ending; (3) confidence about the advantage to recuperate at home ; (4)keeping
daily life as usual ; (5) inheriting the family history of end-of-life care; (6) continuation of living with
precious person ; (7) confidence about devotion to elderly person; (8) acceptance of present situation ; (9)
fulfilling responsibility. Results suggested it is important to continue daily care by nurses who support
them to find and deepen the meaning of end-of-life care.
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