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Factors that Influence Visiting Nurses
in Judgment Home Care Strategies for Patients
and Families in Early Stage of Home Care
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Abstract

Decision making in home care praxis requires a highly integrated evaluation in order to guide to stabilize
home care life for patients and their families in its early stage. The aim of this study is to identify which
factors visiting nurses rely on to make their judgment. The data collection began after the interviewees
consent. Semi-structured interviews with 21 visiting nurses were conducted. The participating nurses had an
experience with home care for more than 5 years or worked as home care administrator. The data was analyzed
in a qualitative induction method. As a result, eight main categories of judgment were abstracted the
followings: the necessity to obtain further information on home environment for patient care; compliance of
Act on Public Health Nurses, Midwives and Nurses; importance of team approach to medical care in the first
stage of home care; significance of patient and family self-care capability necessary to sustain home care
life; importance of risk management in the absence of medical professionals; identifying characteristics of
early stage home care; ethical values of a visiting nurse; level of commitment of a visiting nurse office
administrator. These results suggest the importance of educational efforts to increase empirical knowledge of
visiting nurses and to enhance ethical sense of nursing and management.
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