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Abstract

The aim of this study is to clarify the structure of collaboration of visiting nurse and ward nurse in
transitional period from hospitalization to homecare. Data was collected by semi-structured interview with
eight visiting nurses who had experienced collaboration with ward nurses in supporting care transition.

The result reveals two categories : “establishment of relationship” and “cooperative activity”. The former
includes the following three subcategories: ‘sharing of common disciplinary characteristics of nursing,

‘understanding each other’s position’ and ‘focusing on patients and their family as central issue’ . The
latter includes the followings : ‘sharing information on patients in hospitalized period’, ‘mutual education
by sharing the personal experience of nursing praxis’, ‘evaluation of capacity of patients and their family’,

‘estimate of possible problems in homecare’, ‘designing feasible home care system’, ‘considering support
system for patients and their family’, ‘judging on care service needed by the time of discharge’ and ‘role
sharing aiming at seamless care service’ .

It is suggested that collaboration of the both disciplinary nurses is an important care practice in order to
implement seamless care system by meeting such conditions as enumerated in the subcategories above.
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