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Nursing practice of advanced care planning for terminal
cancer patients by general ward nurses
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify and provide suggestions for ACP nursing practices for end-of-life cancer patients
by general ward nurses. A self-administered questionnaire consisting of 21 items from 4 aspects of ACP nursing practice
was prepared, and a survey was conducted by mail to nurses working in general wards of 38 facilities in 4 prefectures with
which research cooperation was obtained. It was distributed to 749 people, and 363 people responded (recovery rate 48.5%),
and 361 valid responses (valid response rate 99.4%) were obtained. The data obtained were subjected to descriptive
statistics, one-way ANOVA and multiple comparisons. As a result of the analysis, the highest mean was “continuous efforts”
and the lowest mean was “end-of-life arrangements”. Among the 21 items of ACP nursing practice and the number of years
of cancer nursing experience, the number of years of cancer nursing experience ‘16 to 20 years’ was significantly higher
in 3 items. ACP nursing practice for terminal cancer patients by general ward nurses was considered to require specialized
education.
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