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Analysis of the Discourse of Narratives

— The Pluralistic Formation of Free Indriect Discourse and the Temporality of Readings —
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This paper is an attempt to propose a different view on the understanding of
“the free-indirect discourse” style in the Japanese language, held by Mitani
Kuniaki, a pioneering analyst of discourse in narratives. This paper will make
it clear how Mitani misunderstands the free-indirect discourse in his critique
of Taketori Monogatari. Mitani argues that the free-indirect discourse has been
solely developed from the Japanese Kundokumethod of reading (the way the

ancient Japanese read the Chinese classics. However, this paper proposes the
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possibility that the free-indirect discourse can also be created from “utsuri
kotoba (transitional words)”. The free-indirect discourse was actually an
intentional device in the modern western literature; while in Japanese
literature the same speechstyle known as “the free-indirect discourse” had
already appeared earlierin Taketori Monogatari. Mitani is wrong in not seeing
any difference between Western and Japanese discourse in its ancient period.
With theinvestigation of the style of ancient Japanese language, this paper will
criticize Mitani’s argument, and suggest that the discourse of narratives in
Japanese should be analyzed as one which can be relatively understood by

individual reading.
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