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A Study of Kunio Ogawa’s Sei no Sanaka ni [ In the Middle of Life ]

— The Function of Its Dialogue —
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Abstract

This paper aims to focus on the dialogues in Kunio Ogawa’s second book of
stories, Sei no Sanaka wi [ In the Middle of Life ] . It attempts to clarify the
characteristics of the dialogues, and to examine their roles and the author’s
intentions compounded in them. Consequently, in the course of the discussion,
this paper will clarify the following three points. (1) The dialogues in this
work contain various vital elements, which determine the way the stories
develop. (2) The dialogues do not only contain the exchange of verbal
messages but also crystallize the speakers’ mind and body with gm.? stress on
sensuality. (3) The dialogues function as the direct method of embodying

momentary sensations with their emphasis on physical expression.
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