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A Study on the Recognition of Equality. between the Parents and the Children
in the Post Parental Period: Through the Analysis of the Data
Perceived by the Mother and the Children.
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Abstract

This paper attempted to give an aitention to the “equality” between the parents and
children who are both adult in the post parental period, and to clarify how their recognition
of equality in th_e parent-adult child relations was established. The sample for the analysis
was 162 adult daughters and their 103 mothers. The data was collected by the questionnaire
method. Main findings are as follows.

1) The causal factors by which to let the mothers and their daughters recognize that they
were equal in their relations were as follows: (1) respecting their own individﬁal personality.
(2) having their own existence each other, and (3) having their own life-goal and value
concept. These findings were supposed to substantiate that the causal factors by which to
let them recognize they are equal in their relations were not only grounded on the traditional
definable requirements of “"equality concept” such as "no difference between two things,”
"no superiority or inferiority,” "not above or below,” or “even between two things,” and

SO On.
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2) The data indicated that, among the respondent of mothers and her adult daughters,

many of them mentioned that they had an equal aspect in some of their life-areas rather

than that they were totally "equal” in all of their life-areas. The reason why they said

they were not exactly "equal” was in their recognition that "the parents were definitely

senior in the life course” and that "the children were not capable of being equal with their

parents.” This findings were supposed to indicate the counter-evidence of the present day

proposition that the parent-child relations become an equal one as the child is growing into

adult.
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