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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to clarify the experience of families by analyzing their memoirs who had
confronted organ donation of their children. Analysis was conducted, applying qualitative induction method, of
memoirs of families with experience of organ donation of their children who had died a brain or cardiac death.

As a result 11 categories were abstracted as follows with respect to the period of life-saving treatment:
[ desperate longing for the children’s survival in the midst of suffering from being on the brink of losing the
loved ones ]; [ wish to realize the children’s will to donate their organs ]. From the period of brain death and
dying hour, 17 categories were abstracted such as: [ refusal to recognize brain death as actual death ]; [ hope
for peaceful dying for both the children and the family ]. From the mourning period, 9 categories were
abstracted such as: [ being satisfied to have chosen the best way for the children J; [ believing in posthumous
life of the children ].

It was suggested that there is necessity of mental support to relieve suffering of the families who are

involved in brain death or organ donation.
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