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Discourse Analysis of the Tosa Nikk:

— focusing on the ambiguity between poetry and narration —
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Abstract
In the Tosa nikki (The Tosa Diary), of the genre of early prose literature,
the narrative subject is not unified, but fragmented. However, this is surpri-

singly not self-evident. The discourse of the Tosa nikki can be generally
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categorized as ji no bun (narration), kaiwabun (dialogue), naiwabun (internal
speech), soshiji (authorial intrusion), waka/kayo (poetry/songs), utsurikotoba
(shifting discourse), jiyit kansetsu gensetsu (free indirect discourse), or jiyi
chokusetsu gensetsu (free direct discourse). However, the fact that these
categorizations can be made is itself due to the fragmentation of the work.

This paper offers a response to problematic points of discourse traditionally
made in commentaries of the Tosa nikki from the point of view of discourse
analysis.

Furthermore, this is perhaps the first analysis in history of the Tosa nikki

focusing on discourse, making this a world debut.
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1Q84—that’s what I'll call this new world, Aomame decided.

@ 1s for “question mark.” A world that bears a question.

Aomame nodded to herself as she walked along.

Like it or not, I'm here now, in the year 1Q84. The 1984 that I knew no
longer exists. It's 1Q84 now. The aiy has changed, the scene has changed. 1
have to adapt to this world-with-a-question-mark as soon as I can. Like an
animal released into a new forest. In order to protect myself and survive, I have

to learn the rules of this place and adapt myself to them. (%)
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