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The Decision in ethical decision-making process by
home visit nurses providing end-of-life care for the elderly
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The purpose of this study was to clarify what “decisions” (in ethical decision making) of home-visiting
nurses in home nursing are made and their factors in ethical decision making process by home-visiting nurses
in home nursing for elderly people. This study is a quantitative study based on self-administered
questionnaire. The subjects for the study were home-visiting nurses working at home nursing station who had
experience in home nursing for elderly. The authors sent 1,018 questionnaires to the subjects during the
period from June 1 to July 25, 2014 and obtained 719 responses. The collection ratio was 70.6%, the number
of effective responses was 698, and the effective response rate was 68.6%. For “decisions in ethical
decision making” by the nurses in home nursing of elderly, the nurses selected “decisions to obey ethical
principles” and decisions “to provide good care as a nurse” rather than decisions by “choosing what I think
the correct method is”.

The result revealed that nurse’s factors, family's factors and patients’ factors influenced “decisions in

ethical decision making”.
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