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Adsiract

This study was conducted to elucidate how families perceive the experience of providing end-of-life home
care to a family member with terminal cancer through their telling of the patient’s life history. We
conducted semi-structured interviews with 11 wives who had provided end-of-life home care to their husbhands
with terminal cancer. The results were qualitatively and descriptively analyzed.

We found that families’ perceptions of the experience of end-of-life care could be categorized into “family
resonance due to the onset of illness,” “objectification of medical care,” and “allotted time.” Family
members had wavering feelings about the onset of cancer in the form of “family resonance due to the onset of
illness.” Families also perceived the process of leading a life of fighting against illness together with the
affected family member as the “objectification of medical care.” After the onset of cancer, family members
recognized in the lead up to end-of-life care that their time as a family was limited, but they acknowledged
that this was their ”allotted time” to lead a fulfilling life as a family.
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