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Issues and efforts of specialists in providing
medical treatment support for late-stage elderly
cancer patients visiting general hospitals
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Anstracet

The purpose of this study was to clarify the issues and the efforts experienced by medical specialists when

providing support for late-stage elderly cancer patients in the outpatient settings of general hospitals
Using an inductive, qualitative research design, we conducted two focus group interviews at the two
institutions. Interview data was analyzed qualitatively. University’s and the institution’s ethics committee
approved this study.

As a result of analysis, four issues of specialists engaged in medical treatment support were put together:
information sharing and cooperation between professionals and among multiple professionals; support for
decision-making regarding treatment and hospital visits; intervention support to provide support after
discharge; and enhancement of specialized as well as concrete support. The effort was to enhance specialized
as well as concrete support. The professions consciously supported the decision-making of patients and took
actions to resolve these issues. In terms of the continuity of support in order to provide more enhanced
cooperation, the importance of developing efforts in cooperation among occupations centering around nurses
was suggested.
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