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Reconsidering the “Newspaper Funerals™ in K&chi (1882)
— The Role of Newspapers in the Movement for Freedom and People’s Rights in Tosa, and Aspects of
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Abstract

In the summer of 1882, two “newspaper funerals™ were held in the city of Kochi. Although there was an
undeniable element of irony in their execution, they cannot be discarded as pranks, nor were they religious
performances. In this paper I will dwell upon the circumstances leading to the funerals, and their meaning. |
will show how the activists of the Movement for Freedom and People’s Rights used the visual potential of
funeral processions as they developed in the early Meiji era, catering to the barely literate classes the
Movement was increasingly eager to involve. By positioning the funerals within the framework of the public
space as it arose after the abolishing of the old classes, I can show how they were effective within the context of

their day.
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