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Abstract

The aim of this paper is to reveal linguistic registers of the following occurrence verbs in Japanese:

okiru (to arise) okoru (tooccur) shojiru (to come into being/to come about) shozuru (to result from)
Linguistic registers of “okiru” and “okoru” are not as obvious as those of “shojiru” and “shozuru.” One
previous study has paid particular attention to the lower relative frequency of “okoru” in the newspaper
corpus In a distribution survey of occurrence verbs. The study suggested that it may reflect a time
change, rather than a difference between genres. To explore this possibility, the paper analyzed the
distribution and style of writing of occurrence verbs using the Balanced Corpus of Contemporary Written
Japanese (BCCW]J) sub—corpuses (white papers, diet records, books, and Yahoo! Answers) as well as the
newspaper corpus from the viewpoint of written language likelihood. The discussion was then expanded
by taking into account time change, word types, corpus writing style values, and questionnaire writing
style values, thereby revealing the differences in the writing styles of occurrence verbs in writing style

formulas.
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