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The Analysis of ethical decision-making by home visit nurses
providing end-of-life care for the elderly
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Abstract

Purpose : The aim of this study was to clarify the point that would provide hints for an assistance model that

can lead to no regrets in end-of-life care by home visit nurses together with the family. The point is “What
is the analysis of ethical decision-making by home visit nurses in end-of-life care for the elderly?”

Method : This was a quantitative study using a self-administered questionnaire.

Subjects : The subjects were home visit nurses employed at home visit nursing stations, who had experience in
providing end-of-life care for the elderly.

Results : A total of 1,018 questionnaires were sent out and 719 were returned (response rate 70.6%), of which
698 were valid responses (valid response rate 68.6%).

In end-of-life care for the elderly, an analysis was conducted of “subjective and objective understanding of
facts related to the situation,” “consideration of one’s authority to clarify matters related to the
situation,” “clarification of the nature and content of ethical determinations depending on the situation
presented,” and “pursuit of social significance in the setting where the situation exists” Analysis of

“subjective and objective understanding of facts related to the situation” affected the decision to “respect

3

ethical principles,” and the analysis of “pursuit of social significance in the setting where the situation
exists” affected the decision to “make end-of-life care good.”
Among factors affecting this ethical decision-making, “home visit care experience” and “frequency of end-

of-life care” had a greater influence than “learned experiences in school” for nurses.
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