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Abstract

As part of a study exploring the history of home-help services in local cities and hilly and mountainous
areas, this study was conducted to investigate factors that promote small community welfare activities in a
concrete manner. Our examination specifically emphasized examples in Kochi and Shimane prefectures.
For the examples from Kochi Prefecture, the following points were found: response to diverse needs, moral
improvement of the operational side, creation of meaning to life and a sense of mission based on passion,
sincerity, and effort, and approach to the Buraku Liberation Movement. We considered that “a sense of
crisis over the lack of recognition and understanding” comprised promotional factors. However, in
examples in Shimane Prefecture, the following things were understood as part of promotional factors:
limitation on dispatch, collaboration with relatives and welfare commissioners, optimization of services by
creating a manual, and personality interaction with users. A study exploring the history of home-help
services in Japan, hasn’'t quite finished. Has something important been submerged into history? What
should be selected from the many possible activities in history? We researchers assume the mission of

inquiring into these questions.
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