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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to clarify the characteristics of forging identity as a medical
social worker and to model the growth process of medical social workers. Ten medical social
workers who were placed first in a hospital and have a experience within ten years, were
interviewed using a semi-structured interview. The data were analyzed using a Modified
Grounded Theory Approach.

As a result, the growth process of medical social workers were divided into three stages,
which are 1) “to inform other professionals of the existence of a social worker” , 2) “to aim
to work as a social worker” , and 3) “to establish the identity as a medical social worker” .

One of the internal factors that forge the identity of medical social workers is “to notice

the difference in standpoint between a team of professionals” .
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